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Introduction

In 1913 the Mental Deficiency and Lunacy (Scotland) Act was passed by Parliament. It gave
statutory recognition to the distinction between mental illness and mental handicap and required
District Boards of Control to provide institutions for the mentally handicapped separate from the
asylums, which were now to concentrate on the treatment of the mentally ill.

It was some fifteen years later that the Edinburgh District Board of Control complied with the Act
and bought the mansion house and estate of Gogarburn. The house had previously belonged to
Edinburgh Corporation, and had been used as a home for convalescent and delicate children under
school age.

By December 1924, the Hospital was open with 24 women patients in residence, and, in 1925, the
stable block was adapted to accommodate 15 men.

The District Board now commissioned Stewart Kaye, the architect of Bangour Village Asylum, to
design a colony for Gogarburn to accommodate, ultimately, 1,000 mentally handicapped people.
The colony was designed as a small village, each house or block to take 50 patients under the
supervision of a housekeeper. In 1929 the foundation stone of the new administrative block was
laid by the Duke of York (later George VI). In April 1930 this building and the two villas close to it
were formally opened by the Secretary of State for Scotland.

During this early period the Hospital bought its first farm, Kellerstain, to provide work and food for
the patients (1925). In 1950 it added the farm of Gogarbank and the policies of Hanley Lodge.

Following the passing of the Local Government (Scotland) Act in 1929 the District Board of
Control was disbanded and the administration of Gogarburn was transferred to Edinburgh
Corporation and was managed by the Public Health Committee and the City’s Medical Officer of
Health.

Building went on steadily. In 1931 the school was opened and Scout and Guide troops were
formed, In 1934 two more villas were opened. In 1936 two children’s blocks were added, followed
in 1938 by two “temporary” blocks for male patients. By the end of 1938 there were places for 540
patients.

In 1937, following a circular from the General Board of control a conference was held in Edinburgh
and it was decided that, although Gogarburn should remain an Edinburgh corporation Hospital, it
would be used by all the South Eastern authorities “provided the charges made to them by the
Corporation were not excessive”. Before this arrangement became effective World War II broke
out.

In/
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In 1940 the Government decided to include Gogarburn in the emergency service scheme. Two new
villas, not yet in use, were taken over, and further accommodation for emergency purposes was
acquired by transferring 130 men to Larbert Institution and by putting more patients in each ward.
The hospital dealt with a steady flow of surgical cases from the Army and Airforce during 1940
while the transformation to an emergency hospital was being carried out under the guidance of
Professor Learmonth.

In 1942 over 1,700 service and civilian patients were treated, and Gogarburn acquired a reputation
for its highly specialised peripheral nerve unit.

In 1943 the 130 men who had been sent to Larbert institution were returned to Gogarburn, and, to
ease the ensuing crowding, 30 youths were sent to Lennox Castle Hospital.

In 1944 admissions to the hospital were restricted and the complete staff of a surgical unit was
transferred to a hospital in the south of England in preparation for the Normandy landings.

By 1945 there was a long waiting list of patients for Gogarburn as it returned to its original function.
There was also an acute shortage of nursing staff.

In 1948 Gogarburn was transferred, under the National Health Service (Scotland) Act, to the South
Eastern Regional Hospital Board, under its own Board of Management. The Board continued to try
to provide a regional service against the perennial problem of staff shortages. Two new wards and
an occupational therapy hut were build.

In 1960 the Mental Health (Scotland) Act was passed allowing for patients to be admitted on an
informal basis instead of being certified and formally admitted. Gogarburn therefore developed
from a custodial hospital where patients were cared for and were given work to do to bring in
money, into a treatment and training centre. The emphasis changed from work to occupational
therapy. This led to the provision of hostels and sheltered homes where patients who had benefited
from training could go and live, thus leading more normal lives.

In 1969 the Gogarburn Board of Management was disbanded and the Hospital’s management was
transferred to the Board of the Royal Edinburgh Hospital. In 1971 two units for adolescents, and
the Industrial Therapy Unit were opened, followed in 1972 by the Children’s Unit.

In 1974 Gogarburn became part of the South Lothian District of Lothian Health Board, and in 1986
part of the Mental Health Unit. The hospital finally closed in May 1999.
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1 Minutes of the Edinburgh District Board of Control, 1922-1930

Minutes of Board and Committees, printed. The last Board meeting was held on 15" May 1930,
before the Board was dissolved following the 1929 Lunacy (Scotland) Act.

A Nov 1922-Nov 1923
1 Dec 1923-Nov 1924
2 Dec 1924-Nov 1925
3 Nov 1925-Nov 1926
4 Dec 1926-Dec 1927
5 Dec 1927-Oct 1928

6 Nov 1928-Dec 1929

7 Dec 1929-May 1930
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2 Minutes of Edinburgh Corporation Public Health Committee, 1936-1946
1 1936-1937

2 1937-1938

3 1938-1939

4 1939-1940

5 wanting

6 1941-1942

7 1942-1943

8 1943-1944

9 1944-1945

10 1945-1946
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3 Minutes of the Board of Management and Committees of Gogarburn
Institution, 1948-1969

Under the South Eastern Regional Hospital Board, Gogarburn Hospital was the sole member of the
Gogarburn Deficiency Group.

LHB36/3/1-20 are bound volumes of typescript signed minutes.

LHB36/3/21 is a file of loose typescript unsigned minutes.

1 Jan 1948-Mar 1950 No. 1 Indexed

2 Apr 1950-Mar 1951 No. 2 Indexed

3 Apr 1951-Mar 1952 No. 3

4 Apr 1952-Mar 1953 No. 4

5 Apr 1953-Mar 1954 No. 5

6 Apr 1954-Mar 1955 No. 6

7 Apr 1955-Mar 1956 No. 7

8 Apr 1956-Mar 1957 No. 8 includes agendas
9 Apr 1957-Mar 1958 No.9 includes agendas
10 Apr 1958-Mar 1959 No. 10 includes agendas
11 Apr 1959-Mar 1960 No. 11 includes agendas
12 May 1960-Mar 1961 No. 12 includes agendas
13 Apr 1961-Mar 1962 No. 13 includes agendas
14 Apr 1962-Mar 1963 No. 14 includes agendas
15 Apr 1963-Mar 1964 No. 15 includes agendas
16 Apr 1964-Mar 1965 No. 16 includes agendas
17 Apr 1965-Mar 1966 No. 17 includes agendas
18 Apr 1966-Mar 1967 No. 18 includes agendas and list of

members of Board

19/
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3 Minutes of the Board of Management and Committees of Gogarburn
Institution, 1948-1969

19 Apr 1967-Mar 1968 No. 19 includes agendas and list of
members of Board

20 Apr 1968-Mar 1969 No. 20 includes agendas and list of
members of Board

21 Jun 1948-Mar 1952 Indexed
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4 Burgh of Edinburgh: Accounts, 1934-1936

1 City and Royal Burgh of Edinburgh: Abstract of Accounts, 1934-1935; and Estimates of
Expenditure, 1935-1936
Bound volume.
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Account Books, 1923-1962

1954-1958
1958-1959
1949-1952
1952-1954
1954-1958
1956-1958
1955-1962

1948-1953

1948-1953

1953-1958

1923-1932

1927-1932

1926-1932

n.d.

1925 (Jan)

Journal & General Ledger, no. 2

Journal & General Ledger, no. 3

Purchase Account Book, no. 1

Purchase Account Book, no. 2

Purchase Account Book, no. 3

Purchase Account Book, no. 4

Endowment Fund Cash Book

Bound notebook containing:

1 1948-1949: Board’s cash book no. 1 account

2 1951-1953: Patient’s funds

Bound notebook containing:

1 No. 2 account - payment of wages, 1948—1949

2 Sales day book - basketmaker, laundry, poultry farm,
garden etc. Most sales to Edinburgh Corporation or other hospitals,
1951-1953

Sales Day Book, no. 2

Purchases Day Book: material, clothes, buttons & sewing

accessories. Loose inside: delivery notes, tender, inventory for crockery, etc.

(6 items)

Purchases Book: record of accounts with suppliers, tradesmen,
etc.

Purchases Ledger, arranged alphabetically with a page for each
firm or person.

Inventory Book: bound volume with columns headed for
inventory of household goods, linen, etc. No entries under the headline.

Edinburgh District Board of Control Official’s Pay Sheet Book.
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6 Gogarburn Hospital Shop and Welfare Fund, 1947-1962

1 1947-1950

2 1950-1952

3 1952-1954

4 1954-1956

5 1956-1959

6 1959-1961

7 1961-1962

Shop cashbook no. 1

Shop cashbook no. 2
Also includes Purchases Day Book 1952 - 1959

Shop cashbook no. 3
Shop cashbook no. 4
Shop cashbook no. 5
Shop cashbook no. 6

Shop cashbook no. 7
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7 Institution Registers of Defectives, 1915-1987
The early Registers were kept on behalf of the Board of Control.

The first Register begins before the founding of Gogarburn Hospital, and its early entries relate
presumably to Bangour Village Hospital.

Information given includes patient’s name, number, age, previous occupation, previous place of
abode, parish council or school board to which chargeable, and by whose authority sent, dates of
medical certificates and by whom signed, bodily condition, name of disease if any, class of
defective, if epileptic, age at outset of mental deficiency and observations.

1 1915-1926

2 1924-1943

3 1943-1987

4 Jul 1958-Jun 1969
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8 Daily Registers, 1924-1968
1 Mar 1925-Jun 1926

2 Feb 1924-Jan 1926

3 1926-1927

4 1928-1929

5 1930-1931

6 1932-1935

7 1936-1939

8 1940-1944

9 1945-1949

10 1950
11 1951
12 1952
13 1953
14 1954
15 1955
16 1956
17 1957
18 1958
19 1959
20 1960
21 1961
22 1962

23/
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8 Daily Registers, 1924-1968

23 1963
24 1964
25 1965
26 1966
27 1967

28 1968
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9 Registers of Admissions, 1958-1991
A 1958-1969
1 1969-1978
2 1978-1984

3 1984-1991
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Waiting Lists, 1948-1967

1948-1967

[c19637]

1964

1965

1965

1965

1965

1965

1965

[c19657]

Index to Urgent and Ordinary Waiting Lists

Waiting List for Midlothian and Peebleshire, City of
Edinburgh, East Lothian, West Lothian, Roxburgh and Selkirk, Fife,
Kirkcaldy Burgh, Dunfermline and Berwickshire

West Lothian Cases on Ordinary and Urgent Waiting
Lists for Institutional Care

Agenda for a meeting of the Mental Deficiency
Assessment Panel on 19" March 1965, including waiting lists of
patients for admission to hospital at 1** March 1965

Patients on Urgent Waiting List at Gogarburn Hospital

Ordinary and Urgent Waiting Lists for Institutional Care
in West Lothian

Waiting Lists for Admission to Hospital for Midlothian
Correspondence relating to Mental Defective

Assessment Panel between the Senior Administrative Medical Officer
of South Eastern Regional Board Scotland, and Dr Bailey of
Gogarburn Hospital

Edinburgh Public Health Department Waiting] L[ist]
for Boys, Girls, Men and Women

Mental Defectives: Suspended Waiting List
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10 Register of Discharges and Removals, 1915-1990

These Registers fall into two categories: those relating to formal, or certified, patients; and those
referring to informal patients.

The first Register, which predates the opening of Gogarburn, relates, presumably, to Bangour
Village Hospital.

Information contained in the Registers includes patient’s name, number, dates of admission and
discharge, authority on which discharged or removed, place to where sent and observations.

1 Certified Patients, 1915-1985
1 1915-1926
2 1925- 1985

2 Informal Patients, 1960-1990
1 1960-1979
2 1979-1985

3 1985- 1990
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11 Register of Deaths, 1916-1990

These Registers fall into two categories: those relating to formal, or certified, patients; and those
relating to informal patients. Early Registers were kept on behalf of the Board of Control.

1 Certified Patients, 1916-1979
1 1916-1920
2 1926-1979

2 Informal Patients, 1960-1990

1 1960-1990
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Miscellaneous Registers and Related Volumes, ¢1914-1983

LHB36
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A [c1914-1926]
1 1917-1925

2 1924-1957

3 1926-1968

4 1926-1974

5 1952-1967

6 1957- 965

7 1958-1974

8 1962-1983

9 Jan-Jul 1967
10 Jul-Dec 1969
11 1969-1973
12 1970s

13 1971, n.d.

14 1993-1997
15 n.d.

Parish of Edinburgh - Applications for Relief. Spring
binder.

Parish of Edinburgh - Applications for Relief. Spring
binder.

Register of Accidents to Patients. Officers or
Attendants.

Register of Absence on Licence
Register of Escapes

Register of Major Accidents to Patients, Officers or
Attendants, ring binder

Register of Minor Accidents to Patients, Staff, etc, ring
binder

Admission Book: Abnormal Admissions Only
Admission Book: Patients Admitted Under Certificates
Night Patrol Report Book

Night Superintendent’s Report Book

Certificates of Infectious Disease sent to the Medical
Officer of Health

Patients Working Daily from Hospital
Miscellaneous patient papers

Mortuary Book (gives ward, name, date of birth,
religion, undertaker)

Register of Restraint and Seclusion, blank
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13 Staff Records, 1924-1977

1 1930 — 1932 Register of Probationary Service. Page for each
“officer or servant”, indexed, bound vol.

2 1933 — 1947 Register of Leaving Certificates of Service. Page for
each employee, indexed, bound vol. Loose inside:
extracts from Register of Attendants, and note about
forms to be used for employees’ entering and leaving.

5 items.

3 Jun 1971 — May 1981 Sick Staff Report Book Day and Night.

4 Sep 1977 Hospital Secretary’s “Staff Consultative Machinery”
document.

5 Gogarburn Registers of Non-Pensionable Servants, 1924-1943

These registers are cross-referenced. The register of engagement gives the corresponding
entry in the register of leaving and vice versa. Both volumes are indexed. Acc 08/10 — AS
9/2010.

1 1 Feb 1924 — 16 Feb 1943  Register of Non-Pensionable Servants Engaged. Gives
the staff member’s name, occupation, wages and
remarks on performance.

2 12 Dec 1925 — 15 Feb 1943  Register of Non-Pensionable Servants Leaving. Gives
the staff member’s name, occupation and cause of
leaving.
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14 Miscellaneous, 1925-1990
1 1925 — 1948

2 1929 — 1950

3 1949 — 1959

4 1968

5 1972

6 Feb 1982 — Nov 1983
7 n.d.

8 n.d.

9 n.d.

10 n.d.

GOGARBURN HOSPITAL

Visiting Commissioners’ Report Book
Visitors’ Book, including copy of invitation card for
the ceremony of the laying of the foundation stone 22

May 1929

Notices removed from Notice Board in Doctors’
Offices, spring back file.

Notes on the results of a Drug Trial
Fire Orders sign

Minor Fault Report Forms booklet
Letter Book No 1, blank

Mental Welfare Commission “Information for Patients
Booklet”, braille copy

Gogarburn Strawberry Tea poster

EDBC Gogarburn Institution General Equipment and
Clothing Ledger
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1 cl1973

2 n.d.

3 27 May 1971
4 Apr 1982

5 1970s

6 c1991

GOGARBURN HOSPITAL

‘Gogarburn Hospital’: brochure giving the Hospital’s
history, details of the service it provides, the nurses’
training programme, etc.

‘Children’s Treatment Unit and Children’s Hospital,
Gogarburn’: brochure giving description of the
complex, its accommodation, facilities, etc. Details of
the construction are also given, together with a list of
contractors involved. Second copy from GD16.

‘Opening of Industrial Therapy Unit and Adolescent
Wards’. Brochure giving details of the Industrial Unit
and the work programme for patients; also description
of the Adolescent wards. Names of platform party;
programme for opening ceremony.

Review of the Mental Health (Scotland) Act 1960
consultation paper prepared by SHHD and the Scottish
Education Dept Social Work Services Group.

Information Booklet for Patients and their Relatives.

Lothian Health Board — Mental Health Unit. Folder
containing leaflets relating to Gogarburn Hospital:
Lothian Health Board — Gogarburn Hospital Mental
Health Unit — Introduction to the Intensive Treatment
Unit; Lothian Health Board — Gogarburn Hospital
Mental Health Unit — An Introduction to the
Challenging Behaviour Team; Lothian Health Board —
Gogarburn Hospital Mental Health Unit — Gogarburn
Hospital — Facing the Challenges of the 1990s; Lothian
Health Board — Gogarburn Hospital — information
booklet for people with mental handicaps and their
families. Also included are leaflets from the Scottish
Council for Spastics and the Scottish Health Education
Group. It is not known if these leaflets were placed
together by the Health Board. Acc 10/26.
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16 Plans, 1971

1 Industrial Therapy Unit: plan showing position of new trees in relation to the building; by
Jane Wood, landscape architect, May 1971.
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Licence by the General Board of Control for Gogarburn Certified
Institution, 1930-1949

1 Jan 1930

1 Jan 1931

1 Jan 1930

2 Jan 1933

1 Jan 1934

1 Jan 1935

1 Jan 1936

1 Jan 1937

1 Jan 1938

2 Jan 1939

1 Jan 1940

1 Jan 1941

1 Jan 1942

1 Jan 1943

1 Jan 1944

1 Jan 1945

1 Jan 1946

1 Jan 1947

1 Jan 1948

1932-1949

extended 26 Mar 1930

extended 10 Jun 1932

extended 16 Nov 1934

extended 13 Dec 1935

extended 20 Feb 1936

extended 5 Apr 1938

extended 4 and 22 July 1939

Correspondence relating to General Board of Control
licences for Gogarburn
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18 Court Case Files, 1949-1965

These files contain correspondence with Dr Reginald Bailey, Medical Superintendent at Gogarburn,
relating to court cases.

1 1949

2 1950

3 wanting
4 1952

5 1953

6 1954

7 1955

8 1956

9 1956 [Individual]
10 1957
11 1957
12 1958
13 1959
14 1960
15 1961
16 1962
17 1963
18 1964

19 1965
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19 Administration Files, 1967-1998

1 Nov 1967-Aug 1985 Accidents — Official Enquiries

2 Sep 1971-Oct 1985  Care of Patient Monies / Mental Health Officer
3 Nov 1975-Oct 1998 Changes Tenancy

4 Jan 1976-Mar 1978  Accident Claims and Reports

5 Jul 1980-Feb 1986  Staff — Speech Therapy

6 1981-1982 Staff — Admin & Clerical

7 Feb 1981-Nov 1984 Patients” Monies and Valuables

8 Nov 1982-Oct 1984  [Claim against LHB by member of staff]
9 Jun 1983-Dec 1984 Completed Endowment Orders

10 1985-1986 Personalised Clothing Exercise

11 Jan-Jun 1985 Accidents — Staff

12 Mar 1985-Dec 1988 T2/1 Houses — Sale of Staff Houses

13 1986-1988 B7 Staffing Others Ancillary

14 1987-1988 C15 Losses / Claims / Write-offs

15 1987-1993 Endowments Correspondence

16 Jan-Jun 1988 H2 Accidents — Staff

17 1989 Portering [offers/rejections of employment]

18 Jan 1995-Mar 1998 [Endowments] Correspondence

19 Jul 1994 File: Copy of [Mental Health Directorates] Policy and
Procedures Manual
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Chairman’s files, 1948-1961

Chairman’s Letters, 1948-1960

1

2

Mar 1951-Jun 1961

Jul 1948-Mar 1951

Apr 1951-Mar 1953
Apr 1953-Mar 1955
Apr 1955-Mar 1956
Apr 1956-Mar 1958

Apr 1958-Mar 1960

Chairman’s Letters

Board of Management — Chairman II
[Chairman’s Letters 3]

Chairman’s Letters 4

Chairman’s Letters 5

Chairman’s Letters 6

Board of Management — Vice-Chairman
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Multi-Disciplinary Management Group, 1992-1999

Minutes and Agendas, 1994-1999

1 15 Dec 1994 — 3 Apr 1997  Multi-Disciplinary Management Group. Agenda with
minutes from previous meeting. Includes some

standards statements and other background papers.
Annotated. Original ref: LHB36/21/2. 3 folders.

2 24 Aug 1995 — 25 Feb 1999 Multi-Disciplinary Management Group. Minutes and
agendas only. Original ref: LHB36/21/3. 3 folders.

Agenda Papers, 1992-1998

All of these were amongst the LHB7/8 administration files except for LHB36/21/2/6
which was originally with the two items above. AS 8/2010.

1 30Jan 1992 — 1 Jun 1995 MGT [Management] Group 1991 — June 1995.
Minutes and some agenda papers for meetings
of the Mental Handicap Services Management
Group. After April1992 this became the
Learning Disabilities Multi-Disciplinary
Management Group. After May 1994 the Group
came under the Learning Disabilities Directorate
of Edinburgh Healthcare NHS Trust. The first
set of agenda papers includes minutes of
previous meeting on 29/8/1991. 2 folders

2 18 May 1995 — 21 Dec 1995 Multi-Disciplinary Management Group
Meetings. Full agenda papers. 6 folders.

3 25 Jan 1996 — 28 Mar 1996 Multi-Disciplinary Management Group
Meetings. Full agenda papers. 4 folders.

4 25 Apr 1996 —5 Sep 1996 ~ Management Group — LDS [Learning
Disabilities Service]. Full agenda papers. Includes
Mencap report on the provision of holidays for people
with learning disabilities. 4 folders.

5 19 Sep 1996 — 19 Dec 1996 Management Group — LDS [Learning
Disabilities Service]. Full agenda papers. 3
folders.

6 16 Jan 1997 — 18 Dec 1997 Management Group 1997. Agenda papers. 5 folders.
7 15 Jan 1998 — 3 Dec 1998  Management Group. Multi-Disciplinary

Management Group Meetings. Full agenda
papers. 4 folders.
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22 Gogarburn Magazine / Gogarburn News, 1977-1990
1 Gogarburn Magazine, 1977-1978
1 wanting
2 Jan 1977 issue 2
3 Feb 1977 issue 3
4 Apr 1977
5 Jun 1977
6 c.Dec 1977
7 [19787]
2 Gogarburn News, 1988-1990
1 Jan 1988 no 1
2 Apr 1988 no 2
3 Aug 1988 no 3
4 Nov 1988 no 4
5 Mar 1989 no 5
6 Jun 1989 no 6
7 Oct 1989 no 7
8 Apr 1990 no 8

9 Dec 1990 no9
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23 Confederation of Health Service Employees, 1985-1992

1 May 1985 They Still Go Marching On ... a celebration of COHSE’s first
75 years by Mick Carpenter

2 May 1987 Trade union report on staffing and care conditions at
Gogarburn, prepared by NUPE and COHSE

3 Jun 1987 Mental Health Unit “Report on Gogarburn Hospital following
the publication of the recent trade union document”

4 Jun 1988 Future Services for People with Learning Difficulties Report of
the COHSE Working Party

5 Jan 1990 In Defence of the Old: the need for a co-ordinated approach to
the care of Britain’s elderly COHSE report

6 Mar 1990 Community Care: which way forward? COHSE report
7 “Don’t Quote Me!” COHSE at Gogarburn newsletter, 1989-1992

1 wanting

2 Sep 1989 issue 2

3 Dec 1989 issue 3

4 Feb 1990 issue 4

5 Jul 1990 issue 5

6 Dec 1990 issue 6

7 Jun [1991] issue 7

8 wanting

9 wanting

10 Jun 1992 issue 10

11 Nov 1992 issue 11



